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We are now living in a time of unprecedented change, the bulk of it towards a dramatic awakening to 
our both origins and our potentials, outlining a path for our species’ survival and long-term 
environmental, personal, and social healing. This is often difficult to see at first; it can require a well-
reasoned and broad-sweeping overview of history, prehistory, social evolution, human psychology, 
and human creative development. Still, we are in the midst of tremendous change and potential, what 
may some day be called “The Great Turning,” the shift in humanity away from systems of domination 
and exploitation, towards relationships of sustainability and cooperation.  
 
Youth at the transition to adulthood deserve an understanding of their world as a place of tremendous 
potential. There is no more appropriate time to talk to them of a genuine global transformation taking 
place. There is considerable evidence that we are indeed in such a time. Across a range of social 
issues including education, minority rights, gay rights, gender equality, immigrant rights, ethical 
practice, economic systems, medical practice, and human rights, to name but a few, the last four 
decades has witnessed an accelerated movement towards increased tolerance for diverse perspectives 
and lifestyles, the establishment and securing of the legal and legislative precedents for underserved 
and marginalized groups and classes, as well as legal guarantees assuring greater environmental and 
conservation protections for the environment.  Notwithstanding endemic and ongoing problems 
associated with increasing militarism, warfare, terrorism, rampant poverty, and human rights abuses 
worldwide, the aforementioned changes, from a human/historical perspective, are dramatic, positive, 
and wholly unprecedented in their nature, scope, and pace.  This is consistent with what Joanna 
Macy, Thomas Berry, and David Korten have called The Great Turning1.   
 
Author/Environmentalist Paul Hawken has traveled the world, and combed the internet, to assemble a 
remarkable list of organizations across the globe that are committed to issues of environmental 
regeneration, social equity, indigenous rights, and other benevolent planetary causes. During his 
public talks, the names of these non-governmental organizations (NGOs) rapidly scroll across a large 
PowerPoint screen behind him.  Hawken tells his audience that it would take several days and nights 
for the complete list of the names to fully scroll, because there are so many.  He feels that the growth 
and number of such groups, as a proportion of the population, is hitherto unprecedented in human 
history. He describes humanity as witnessing the emergence of an organizing energy directed towards 
healing and equity.2   He poetically calls this our “earth’s auto-immune system,” which is now 
kicking in.  Hawken’s ideas provide a provocative model for how a living, sentient planet is capable 
of its own healing through inspiring its human population towards benevolence efforts for the 
collective good.   
 
Students strongly benefit from an approach to evaluating and understanding our world in light of the 
remarkable changes presently underway. These movements are part of a New Story, and suggest a 
Great Turning away from domination and subjugation, towards egalitarianism and partnership.   
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